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THEME:  Water Stewardship & Community 
Connections 

SCOPE & SEQUENCE UNIT:  Popular Writing 

OBJECTIVE:  Telling our Story with Popular Writing 

ACTIVITY:   Writing a newspaper article 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills:   

 Reading 

 Writing and Oral Language 

 Media literacy, communication & information management 

 Ecological literacy 

 Critical & creative thinking 

 Life and career planning 

 

Objectives:    

 To experience popular writing and how it differs from creative writing in 

class 

 To organize around a theme and express it in writing 

 To discover the interconnections in life through garbage research 

 

Background Information: 

The analysis of the garbage collected during the Great Canadian Shoreline 

Cleanup  is an opportune time to take advantage of the hands-on work and 

back it up with some research into where the garbage comes from. This kind of 

research is open ended in that it can send the investigation off into many 

directions.  Decide to write an article about the garbage. As a class, decide what 

is news, what is relevant to the community, and what is interesting. Brainstorm 

points of interest and facts. With the aid of a journalist, distill the brainstorm list 

into keepers or main points; and develop a sequencing of the information. 

Consider what makes a good headline. Then brainstorm titles.  

 

Work together as a class in developing the article, tackling it in bits. Later, the 

benefits of doing it as a class can be transferred to individuals or groups who 

want to take on an article on behalf of other class studies. 

Notes:  in class 

 

Teacher Prep.:  Consider inviting a local journalist into the class to talk 

about how to write an article for newspaper. Request the 

local newspaper for space for a student article. 

 

Time:  several 45 minute sessions  
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Exemplar:  

 

 


